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Period for Reply 
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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the steering wheel and 
an outer frame part must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
the perforations going through the first and second cushion covers, and teh supporting 
plate as described in the specification. Also, the drawings fail to show or reference the 
outer frame. Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the 
disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
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consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 2, 4, and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 2, 6, 7, and 8, first and second cushions are claimed and it is unclear 
from the specification and the drawings what the first and second cushions are 
supposed to describe. From examining the specification and drawings further, the 
examiner believes the applicant is trying to describe a first and second cushion cover. 
Therefore, it is suggested, by the examiner, to add "cover" after all references to the first 
and second cushions. The first occurrence of this is in claim 2, lines 2-3. Further it is 
also in claim 6, lines 2-3; claim 7, lines 1-2; and claim 8, line 2. 

In claim 1 , line 2, it is unclear what is meant by "a front side of a cushion cover." 
The examiner believes the front side to be towards the "top" of the figure. 
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In claim 2, line 3, it is unclear what is meant by "a front side of said first cushion." 
The examiner believes the front side to be towards the "top" of the figure. 

In claim 4, lines 1-2, "said supporting plate is formed at one side" is unclear to 
where the supporting plate is being formed. 

In claim 5, line 4, "formed at a first side" is unclear to what is meant by a first 

side. 

Specification 

6. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: as discussed 
above, the examiner believes the applicant to have first and second cushion covers , 
and not first and second cushions. The examiner suggests amending the specification 
to properly identify the items in the invention. The first mention of the first or second 
cushion is in paragraph [0015] lines 1-2, referencing characters 11 and 13. The 
examiner suggests changing the multiple references within the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a.foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1, 3-5, and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Niwa et al. (US 5,577,766). Regarding claim 1, Niwa et al. discloses having a 
membrane switch mounting structure for a vehicle including: a switch mounting space 
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(below 11) formed at a front side of a cushion cover disposed to face a horn cover (10); 
and a membrane switch (30) inserted into the switch mounting space. Regarding 
claims 3 and 9, Niwa et al. discloses having a membrane switch that connects with a 
supporting plate (20) and is installed inside the side mounting space. Regarding claims 
4 and 10, Niwa et al. discloses the supporting plate (20) having a plate protruder (21) 
having a frame shape that is similar to the membrane switch and the outer frame part 
that is supporting the plate protruder (see Figure 5). Regarding claim 5, Niwa et al. 
discloses having a generally central portion on a steering wheel having a horn cover 
(abstract: lines 1-2) that includes: an air-bag cushion (1) that has a cushion cover (10); 
a switch mounting space (below 11) facing the inner side of a horn cover. 
9. Claims 1-2. and 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Margetak et al. (US 5,639,1 14). Regarding claim 1, Margetak et al. discloses having a 
membrane witch mounting structure including: a switch mounting space (near 60, see 
Figure 4) formed at a front side of a cushion cover (86, 82, and 44) disposed to face a 
horn cover (40); and a membrane switch (60) inserted into the switch mounting space. 
Regarding claims 2 and 6, Margetak et al. discloses having a switch mounting space 
between a first cushion cover (44) enclosing an airbag cushion and a second cushion 
cover integrally (86 and 82) formed at a front side of the first cushion cover, wherein the 
first and second covers are part of the cushion cover. Regarding claim 5, Margetak et 
al. discloses having a generally central portion on a steering wheel having a horn cover 
(abstract: lines 1-2) that includes: an air-bag cushion (1) that has a cushion cover (24); 
a switch mounting space (near 60, see Figure 4) facing the inner side of a horn cover. 
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Regarding claim 7, Margetak et al. discloses having the second cushion cover (82 and 
86) disposed between the horn cover (40) and the first cushion cover (44). Regarding 
claim 8, Margetak et al. discloses the switch mounting space (near 60, see Figure 4) 
being located between the first cushion cover (44) and the second cushion cover (82 
and 86). 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following are all horn covers that include membrane horns 
along with airbag covers: Heidorn (US 5,308,106), Filion et al. (US 5,413,376), Elqadah 
et al. (US 5,575,498), and Igawa (US 6,179,325). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tiffany L. Webb whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2797. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on 571-272-6669. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). LA^k^ ^ » , 



Tiffany L Webb 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3616 
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